A preliminary study of proposed levels of relatedness in identity exploration among female late adolescents in Japan.
This study examined features of identity exploration among late adolescent Japanese girls from the viewpoint of relatedness. The expanded Ego Identity Interview was administered to 33 female university students. Five levels of relatedness were formulated in a sequence from exploration without relatedness to exploration with disagreements between one's own and others' perspectives. The results support the current view of researchers emphasizing relational aspects of identity and provide detailed features of the identity formation process from the viewpoint of relatedness among late adolescent girls in Japan.